
UNITED STATES. 
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR 
*****.****************news release 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY Guinan - 343-5634 

For Release to PM's JULY 8, 1965 

FIVE-NATION CONFERENCE ON POLAR BEARS 
SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER IN ALASKA 

In a joint announcement with United States Senator E. L. "Bob" 

Bartlett of Alaska, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall said 

today that a five-nation meeting of scientists concerned with polar 

bear conservation will be held at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks, 

September 6-11, 1965. 

Secretary Udall said Senator Bartlett has led in awakening public 
interest in the preservation of the polar bear and has been closely 
concerned with planning the international conference. 

Formal invitations to the Fairbanks meeting have been sent to 
Canada, Norway, Denmark and the SovLet Union. Certain private conser- 
vation organizations will be asked to send observers. 

Secretary Udall said much remains to be learned about polar bears 
and that the scientists from the five nations will study factors con- 
cerning population, distribution, exploitation, reproduction, danger 
of extinction, and related matters. He said the polar bear's range has 
contracted considerably since 1930, but data to support stories circu- 
lated that it is becoming a rare animal are not definitive. 

“It is time the scientists got together to determine how much fact 
and fancy there are in the various reports,” Secretary Udall connnented. 

Most of the United States research on polar bears has been done by 
State of Alaska scientists. These scientists will be among those partic- 
ipating in the internat ional meeting. Secretary Udall pointed out that 
Alaska is the only State where polar bears are found, and the State is 
vitally concerned with proper management of the resource. 



Secrrtary U&l1 raid all available rcieatific information will be 
pooled end then dfrtributed to governmate concerned to determine 
futurp actbn and pollcier tward polar bear conaervetion. The Fairbanks 
meeting la expected to propore proarm for collecting needed ocieatff ic 
data and for fnternational collaboration in polar bear research vital to 
proper conaenw ion. 

‘@It L particularly f ittin that such 8 conference take piece 
during the Internrt ional Cooperat ion Year (ICY) now befng obeerved around 
the wxrld,” Secretary U&l1 added. nit ir in such forms that experts 
from many landr c~ dircuee conurvatbn problems of mutual concern and 
establlrh the fouadationr for future actionr that can benefit all men.” 
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